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Der Geast hilft unser Schwachheit auf, BWVv 226

Johann Sebastian Bach has bequeathed us six moteggwere first published in 1803

by Breitkopf u. Hartel in an edition by Schicht, the Thomaskantor at the firhe.
manuscripts of te of them surwe, including that oDer Geist hilft unser Swvachheit

auf, and its parts are maekl Motette bei Beerdigung des seel. Professoris und Rectoris
Ernesti who died in October 1729In the score a figured bass fogar is written out,

and the first choir is to be supported by strings, and the second by thibegcor-
anglais, roughly) and bassoon.

Several of the apressie notifs that Schweizer discusses raalin @pearance, for
example the step-motif idenn er vertritte.g. in the alto at bar 178) and thg-dootif of
Heiligen(e.g. in the tenor at 180).

This edition maks the motet\ailable for recorders. The words are mostly omitted, b
the ends of phrases, where breaths would usually be takes,bba@n indicated with
breath-marks. Somienplied legao has been made explicit with slurs, though choirs do
not alvays sing lgao in extended passages on ooeel. Ingeneral, queers joined by
beams should be slurred togethtaecording to the carentional notation of vocal music.

In the first m@ement the queers Bb-A-Bb occur frequently; there is an altervati
fingering on the C-recorders which might be useful, using half the right ring;femger
the A played with the middle fingeiThe Allabreve, in order to retain rhythmic vitality
needs clear articulation of its phrases.

The thrilling, jubilant eight-voice counterpoint of the firstwvament gradually merges to
four-voice counterpoint during the course of the motet. The basses unite in bars 132, the
tenors in bar 134, the altos in 136 and the the sopranos finally in the »diatae 146.
This complicates the distribution of Parts:

Soprano and Alto of choir 1 need pages 19-24, 25-27

Tenor and Bass of choir 1 need pages 19-24, 34-36

Soprano and Alto of choir 2 need pages 28-33, 25-27

Tenor and Bass of choir 2 need pages 28-33, 34-36

Peter J Billam
www.pjb.com.au/mus
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1. Der Geist hilft unser Schwacheit auf
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Motet: Der Geist hilft unser Schwacheit auf, J. S. Bach, BWV226
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2. Allabreve: Der aber die Herzen forschet
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1. Der Geist hilft unser Schwacheit auf
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Soprano and Alto part, Der Geist hilft unser Schwacheit auf
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Choir 2 part, Der Geist hilft unser Schwacheit auf

1. Der Geist hilft unser Schwacheit auf
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